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BOAT TESTS

84 Raise a Toast Uniesse 63
No. 2345 Get ready fora 5872-ton, party monster.

98 Cover Exclusive Cranchi Csl 27
No. 2748 Better than sex? There's only one way to find out,

102 Should You Buy a Catamaran? World Cat 270 ECS
Na. 2347 Our long-term project boat makes a strong case.

107 Growth Spurt Tige 24V
No. 2348 You don't have to wakeboard to love this boat.

60 Shining Star Campion Allante LX 8251

62 Super Center Pursuit 2670 CC

B4 Style Points Thundercraft 240 Magnum
B5 Carry the Day Scout 222 Abaco

34 Run, Run, Run Monterey 214 FS Montura
36 Senz-ational Larson Senza 186

83 Great Bang for the Buck! Pioneer 197

DEPAHTMENTS

Rock the Boat Our “Boat Name Contest” winners!
33 Making Waves How to calm an emotional woman.
38 Tow Test Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab Z71
43 Gearhead Hot new electronic gadgets and more.
72 What Would You Do? Could you avoid this collision?
72 Ccaptain’s Test When a gecko is not a lizard.
74 WMotorhead Docking miracle: One engine? No problem!
87 Practical Boater 14 New Year's revelations
88 Weekend Workbook Refrigerate your baitbox.

80 what to Look For Shopping for binoculars? Read this first.

82 short Casts Convert your boat into a battlewagon.
164 Red, Right, Retumn Lt. Cmdr. John Gerkin, submariner

Check out

Boalingmag.com

FEAT“RES

110 The Man Who Taught Hemingway to Fish
The untold story behind the world’s most famous angler.

118 That Sinking Feeling
Plunging deep into the science of staying afloat, we discover a
lifevest you'll actually want to wear.

122 The Boat the Bad Guys Fear
The Coasties get a new toy. We test SAFE Boats Interpational’s
Defender 25. (Did we mention it has twe M-60 machine guns?)

128 Celebrity Freak Show
It's shameless! We stalk the stars—the good, the bad, and the
butt ugly—Iin our most-outrageous Swimsuit Special ever.

135 Boat Buying ‘05 Cheat Sheet
Back by popular demand! Qur Tech Team'’s 43 scam-proof tips.

EXPERTS

26 Randy Steele Editorial
Boat name trivia for the truly obsessed.

28 Kevin Falvey Seamanship
why the shortest route often isn't.

40 pavid Seidman Following Seas
After 120 years, a new inboard.

BE Ken Englert Electronics
Confused by electronic gear? Answers to your questions.

70 Eric Colby The Boat Doctor
Weird noises. Wrong props. Plus, how to pick a good battery.

83 Lenny Rudow The Ultimate Angler
Busted rod? Hey, don’t throw it away...
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BOAT TESTS

58 Sword Play Pershing 50
No. 2341 Sharp. And to the point.

B0 Making the Connection Sea Ray 500
No. 2342 It's a cruiser's expressway.

B4 Pure Sex Cigaretie 39 Top Gun Unlimited
Ne. 2343 Can 1,000 hp'make you guiltyas sin?

Cover Exclusive Regal 3360
No. 2344 The winner of the Peace Prize.

Good Bones Albemarle 310 Express Fisherman
Sittin® Pretty Glastron GX 255

Party Central Chaparral 236 Sunesta
Wide-a-Walke Larson 228 LXI Wakeboard Edition
The Best 20-Footer? Boston Whaler 205 Eastport
Ever Glad Everglades 211

DEPARTMENTS

Rock the Boat what's your tow vehicle?
23 Making Waves A PFD anyone can—and should—wear.
28 Tow Test Kia Sorento LX

46 Don't Know Much About Bolts

4E Captain’s Test Twas the night before the cruise
48 Motorhead Volvo Penta D3-160 digsels

S0 Save Gas Find your engine’s sweet spot.

52 Weekend Workbook Installing electric trim tabs.
54 Short Casts How to hook a blackfish.

132 Red, Right, Return Jayne Lane, bridge tender

36 Gearhead Whatever your holiday, make someone happy.

Check out

Boatingmag.com

k
\vin! Wint Win!
Complete rules
abput our contests
online now.

L

See streaming
video of our
boat tests.

FEATURES

72 Boat of the Year
The envelope please...

74 Best Bets
What innovations wowed us? Here's what made our jaws drop.

76 The World's Greatest Boat Parties

What does it take to set a new Guinness World Record? Our
reporters grab the wheel, chill some Jell-0 shots, and get into
the thick of it at the largest raft-up on the planet.

24 Finding Mr. Smoothie

Which gives a better ride: a catamaran or a V-hull? We take a
scientific approach. PLUS: A new boat design that promises to
help your aching back.

92 Why Your Mechanic Hates You
10 stupid things owners did to save money—that cost them big!

EXPERTS

16 Randy Steele Editorial
From fishboats to raceboats to warboats? Why not?

18 Daniel W. Long Seamanship
Are you falling asleep while on watch?

20 bavid Seidman Following Seas
Sometimes sitting is the only way to go.

2B Ken Englert Electronics
On Dancer, on Prancer...and deliver thee;e 12 goodies.

44 Eric Colby The Boat Doctor
Whole lotta shakin® going on.

55 Lenny Rudow The Ultimate Arigler
"Tis the season for proclaiming your fanaticism.

Boaming (ISSN 0006-5374) (USPS 504-810), Decamber 2004, Vol 77, No. 12, is published monthly by Hachette Filipacchl Medig U.S., Inc., 1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. Periadicals
postage paid.at New York, NY 10001 and at additional mailing offices, Althorized perjodicals postase by the Post Office Deparmment, Ottawa, Canads, and for payment in cash, POST-
MASTER: Send address chang&s to Boaring, P.0. Box 51065, Boulder, CO BO322-1055, (350) 682-7654, Fax (303) 604-7644, anLlﬂg@necdata O,

10 BOATING MAGAZINE DECEMBER 2004

COVER PHOTO FOREST JOHNSON; SWIMWEAR COURTESY OF RITCHIE



. HIRING A CREW?

' HOW TO SPOT
' THE GOOD, THE BAD
' AND THE BUTT UGLY

pagez')-—i

BDAT BUYER'S BONUS!

‘10 QUESTIONS NOT NNl
TOASKA DEALER T, | “

E ageoﬁ
|

'J {
4"' ¥ pli27382407
i Anvw. boatingmag.com

ey
L . US. $4.99
1 Canada $5.99/U.K. £2.95



[November2003]

Features

84 FISHBOAT SHOOTOUT
Should you buy a 22' center console catamaran?
We put Glacier Bay, Pro Sports, Sea Cat, and Twin Vee
through their paces. Find out who wins.
HIGH-SPEED DELIVERY
Key West to Cancun at record-breaking speeds? Only
Boating Magazine and Reggie Fountain would be fool
enough to try—and succeed.
GIANT REVELATIONS
Quick—define a real man’s boat. Chances are, a
pantoon did not come to mind. We set out to shatter
that misconception.
GET OFF YOUR ASPHALT
Who said you can't go off-road with a trailer and a
hoat in tow? Not us!

46  MUSCLE MACHINE
EXperts
Departments 16 RANDY STEELE Editorial
14 ROCK THE BOAT Rocking the Minnow. Aah—lobster.

23 MAKING WAVES What would we do without WD-407 18 DANIEL WW. LONG Seamanship

28 TOW TEST Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo Want to predict the weather? Look up.
GEARHEAD What the Pilgrims wished they'd gotten. 20 DAVID SEIDMAN Following Seas
DON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT Disk area ratio Why don't you wave to your fellow boaters?
CAPTAIN'S TEST Do you know your history? A8 ERIC COLBY The Boat Doctor
MOTORHEAD The Suzuki DF 140 How to get your depthsounder to read bottom.
HIRING A CREW? The good, the bad, and the buttugly. || 60 KEM ENGLERT Electronics ~
BOAT BUYER'S BONUS 10 things not to ask a dealer. What not to say over the VHF radio.
SHORT CASTS Spreader bar secrets 63 LENNY RUDOW The Ultimate Angler

14() RED, RIGHT, RETURN Want to be a charterboat captain? Fly those flags high.

Cover photograph by Forest johnson; swimwear courtesy of Ritchie
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Bﬁﬁt Tests

GOOD FORTUNE Riva 59 Mercurius
No. 2275 Live well and show it off.
- 82 MODERN DIPLOMACY Formula 47 Yacht
b No. 2276 Keeping peace in the family.
86 RAZORFISH Fountain 38 Sportfish Cruiser
No. 2277 The baddest fish in the ocean.
90 CASUAL SEX Yamaha SR230
No. 2278 Guess whao's on top!

44 SOCIAL GRACES Mainship 400 Trawler
46 RUSH STREET Donzi 29 ZF Cuddy

48 BUDGET SURPLUS Powerquest 280 SC
50 STRIKE KING Hydra-Sports 2300 Bay Bolt
32 NEAT TRICK Monterey 208 Sl Montura
PRACTICAL CAT Twin Vee 17 Fisherman

F@&ﬁﬁi’ es

98

104
108

112
116

4 WILDMAN BOATS: SISSIES NEED NOT APPLY
Four boats ya gotta ride to believe.

BOLT ON 6+ MPH THIS WEEKEND
Do-it-yourself special: Forget fuel injection. Save $$%
and add speed with a four-barrel carb.

STAND FAST

Learn to ride a standup waterbike in six easy steps.

AIR OF MYSTERY

How much speed is lost ta aerodynamic drag?

Finally, semeone is trying to find out.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kooky ideas for boaters are found in the patent office.
DONE FISHING

Why can't environmentalists and fishermen get along?

Departments

ROCK THE BOAT Don't lose your head.

31 MAKING WAVES Boats in the sand.

TOW TEST Land Rover Range Rover

40 GEARHEAD Dream and drool some more.
56 DON'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT Wave height
56 CAPTAIN'S TEST The blades on the prop go...
58 MOTORHEAD The new Mercury HP525 EFI.

72 WWHAT TO LOOK FOR IN Go-fast transoms

Cover photograph by Forest Johinson; swimwear courtesy of Ritchie
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68 CAN'T GET IT UP Why you have the wrong trim tabs.
70 PRACTICAL BOATER Are rotary engines for real?

76 SHORT CASTS Catching big fish eating small ones.
143 WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE? Answers

Exmt ts

20
22
54
74
77

RANDY STEELE Editorial

Duct tape—a boater’s best friend.
LENNY RUDOW Seamanship

Fear no Coastie! Never get fined again.
DAVID SEIDMAN Following Seas
Beaching a boat—on purpose.

ERIC COLBY The Boat Doctor

Using trim tabs at wide open throttle,
KEN ENGLERT Electronics |
Navigating the treacherous waters of buying electronics.
LENNY RUDOW The Ultimate Angler
Tales to be told after dark.

WWW.BOATINGMAG.COM
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY FOREST JOHNSON; SWIMWEAR COURTESY OF RITCHIE

¥ %
Clockwise, left to right—Sea Ray’s new 51-footer performs flawlessly and looks every bit like the million-dollar ride it is. The Joneses can't kecp

up (page 80). Leam to drive 140 mph. Just don’t tum your head if you like those shades (page 96). A boat school where the waves and wakes
are made of pixels and the sun never sets—unless you want it to (page 120). Grab a Sea-Doo and meet our man in Alaska (page 128).

q e

BOAT TESTS

FEATURES

EYES WIDE OPEN: Rybovich 55

No. 2056, What $2.2 million gets you.
ART EXHIBIT: Sea Ray 510 Sundancer

No. 2057. Improve the neighborhood.
STRAIGHT UP: Rinker Fiesta Vee 310

No. 2058. What you see is what you get.
QUICK HIT: Angler 2900

No. 2059. Coming out swinging.
PLAY STATION: Leisure Cat 266

No. 2060. A deck of all trades.
ACE OF SPACE: Envision 32 Intruder
BRASS AND SASS: Rampage 30
TUNNEL VISION: Hydra-Sports 2200 Bay Tunnel
UTILITY PLAYER: Novurania Equator 530
MULTI-TOOL: Sailfish 174

DEPARTMENTS

ROCK THE BOAT: No! all change is good.

BOAT SHOW CALENDAR

MAKING WAVES: Three new X-games for the jaded.
TOW TEST: Oldsmobile Silhouerte Preniere

NEW GEAR: Quick—before that wallet fills up.
BOATING BLOOPERS: Lose the electrical tape.
YOU OR THE YARD?: Deals for Dummies

KNOT OF THE MONTH: The exploding hitch

CAPTAIN’S TEST: Tuke this before thar Alaskan crise.

BOAT DOCTOR SPECIAL: Scventeen steps to winter
DIESEL DOCTOR: Is your engine a Jell-O mold?

SHORT CASTS: How to catch—and eat—the red dyum.

BOATING MAGAZINE OCTOBER 1999

PRO SPEED TRICKS: HOW TO DRIVE 140 MPH

One lucky boater, one speed demon, When
100 mph isn’t good enough.
WHO'S KILLING THE COAST GUARD?
A 28-year-old Navy hand-me-down is cause for
celebration. Who's the Coast Guard gonna call?
PURE COMBUSTION
The competition has had DFI two-strokes for
years. Is Yamaha’s new HPDI worth the wait?
ONE DAY TO BETTER BOAT-HANDLING
Visit boat school 2.0, where you can drive a
boat with the ultimate luxury: a reset button.
FOOLS RUSSIAN
Why did the BOATING editor cross the Bering
Strait? To get to the Russian side.

EXPERTS

RANDY STEELE: Editorial
Another BOATING adventure that couldn’t be
done gets done anyway.

DAVID SEIDMAN: Searmanship
At tow-time, he let Uncle Karl down. He can’t
ease Karl’s pain, but he can ease yours.

ALLEN D. BERRIEN: Tl Boat Doctor

Cruising season over? Stretch yours by three weeks.

BRUCE PFUND: Shop Talk
The skinny on shrink wrap film.
KEN ENGLERT: Electronics

“Mayday...Mayday...Mayday!” How to get it right,
LENNY RUDOW: The Ultimate Angler
Priming your tackle for the Teletubbies set.
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY FOREST JOHNSON; SWIMWEAR COURTESY OF RITCHIE

Clockwise, left fo right—Great construction, rock-solid handling, plenty of veom: The Sonic 358 is ready for the weekend (page 90). A 58-footer
that goes everywhere, stows everything, and breaks 40 sph: the Davis 58 (page 82). The Ulfimate Angler hangs out with the only wndeniater
creatitre who can talk back. The skinny on fishifiuders, staight from the faermaid’s mouth (page 126). And can little kids hunt big fish (page 106)?

BOAT TESTS

FEATURES

RECORD TERRITORY: Davis 58 Sportfisherman
No. 2044. Blue water never looked so good.

COOL COMBO MAMBO: Benchmark 38
No. 2045. How to turn up the heat.
HOT LEGS: Sonic USA 358 Dijablo
No. 2046, Dance like the devil.
GEORGIA PEACH: Caravelle 240 Bowrider
No. 2047. The taste is gonna move you.
LIGHT INFANTRY: Donzi 23 ZF
No. 2048. Lead the charge.

BOARDING PASS: Toyota Epic X22

No. 2049. Your ticket to the limit.
CORE CURRICULUM: Cufingron Landeweer 61
CRAVE THE WAVES: Ultimate Warlock 32 Euro
SPECIAL SAUCE: Dusky 256 Open Fisherman
ROCKET LAUNCHER: Concept 25
DOUBLE TAKE: Splendor 240 Platinum Select
FRESH FISH DAILY: VTP 215 Deckliner
BABY BEEF: Hudson Bay Super Foldable
CLEAN SWEEP: Mercury 90 Four-Stroke

DEPARTMENTS

ROCK THE BOAT: Deglazing your engine.

BOAT SHOW CALENDAR

MAKING WAVES: Dr. Evil, Ph.D. in boat handling.
TOW TEST: The Toyota Tundra SRS

NEW GEAR: Suminertiie ... and the buyin’ is easy ...
BOATING BLOOPERS: Don't sieglect your zings.
YOU OR THE YARD?: How to repair gel coat.
KNOT OF THE MONTH: The Stopper Knot
CAPTAIN'S TEST: Do you know your inland boating?
DIESEL DOCTOR: School for motors without spark phigs.
BOAT DOCTOR SPECIAL: Warernalers

SHORT CASTS: Chasing freshwater stripers.

BILLFISHING’S SURPRISE CHAMPIONS
Can little kids fight big fish? BoATING visits a kids
billfish tourney and finds out that nobody guts a
ballyhoo better than an eight-year-old.

106

LIVE ON A BOAT? YOU CAN DO IT ... AND SAVE
You can work, play, and even live o a boat—if
you're ready. We profile three boats that carry a
lot more than just fishing rods.

OUTBOARDS VS. DIESELS
BOATING tests both to find out which package is
better for Grady-White's pocket battlewagon.

DANCES WITH FISHES
What's the best way to test the new fishfinders?
Find a fish who can talk back—or ask a mermaid. 126

30 BEST NEW, FREE, AND CHEAP GADGETS
BOATING's gadget goddess goes hunting for the
coolest boat stuff for under 30 dollars.

112

120

132

EXPERTS

RANDY STEELE: Editorial
Aren’t there enough regulatons already? Then why
is the Coast Guard pushing for a speed cap?
KEVIN FALVEY: Seamanship
Deepwater anchoring: a $2,800 mistake you
can avold—thanks to us.
DAVID SEIDMAN: Following Seas
A thousand gallons of fuel, a thousand gallons of
water. The case for the personal freighter.
ALLEN D. BERRIEN: The Boar Doctor
Having trouble surviving the dog days of summer?
Our man takes on muddy water, mildew, and more.
BRUCE PFUND: Shop Talk
Don't be silly about putty.
KEN ENGLERT: Elecrronics
Shopping for elecrronics? Ask these seven questions.
LENNY RUDOW: The Ultimate Angler
How fishing’s contradictions work in your favor.

BOATING MAGAZINE AUGUST 1999
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Clockwise, left to vight—The Rinker Fiesta Ve 27 proves th

ability doesn’t have fo be cheap, See page 118 for the skinny on the

fast wid-cabin eruiser; An engine rootn you can hold a ball in? See the Viking 50, page 106; Don’t nuin your boat getting it ready for sunmer,
Tuwenty dumb mistakes you woi't make now, page 158; And drool over the biggest, baddest Formula on page 144. All 91 ph of it

BOAT TESTS

FEATURES

FOREIGN POLICY: Horizon 70 Motor Yacht
No, 2017. A key endorsement.

HIGH COMMARND: [iking 50 Open
No. 2018. Devotion to duty.

ULTIMATE WARRIOR: Pro-Line 33 Sporifish
No. 2019. Welcome to the next level.

RETRO CHIC: Chris-Craft 30 Express Cruiser
No. 2020. Legends live forever.
LUCKY YOU: Rinker Fiesta Vee 27
No. 2021. The incredible shrinking sticker price.
SOCIAL ENGINEERING: Chaparal Sunesta 23
No. 2022. So much the better.

LOOKING UP: Correct Crajt 21 Pro Air Nautique
No. 2023, Ayes to the sky.

UPDATE: ZF Marine's 2-Speed

NATURAL BORN THRILLER: Confender 25

NATURAL HIGH: Cobia 22 Walkaround

THE RIGHT MIX: Sporteraft 21 CC

SWEET WATER: Caravelle 17

STUNT DOUBLE: Sea-Doo 16 Speedster SK

DEPARTMENTS

ROCK THE BOAT: Are you the first boater of spring?
BOAT SHOW CALENDAR

MAKING WAVES: Sleeping with the fishes.

TOW TEST: Ford Windstar SEL

NEW GEAR: Co ahead, spend that refund.
BOATING BLOOPERS: Coming soon: a cracked deck.
YOU OR THE YARD?: Fuel cure saves you $134:
KNOT OF THE MONTH: The tell-talz knot.
CAPTAIN’S TEST: Test your technical know-how.
DIESEL DOCTOR: Swear by that Deere.

BOAT DOCTOR SPECIAL: Target: Mildetw.
BOAT DOCTOR SPECIAL: Curing for Teak.
BOAT DOCTOR SPECIAL: When all else fails,
SHORT CASTS: Notes from Sportsman’s Cove, Alaska.

LESSONS FROM AMERICA’'S TOUGHEST WATERS
Hidden tree stumps. Wild serfs. Deadheads.
Lumbering barges. You name it, we found it.
Ten of the country’s wildest rides.

HOW TO CATCH A WORLD RECORD FISH
BOATING shows you how to break into [GFA
immortality—or at least get your fifieen minutes.

PISTON PACKIN' MAMA
One Pormula 419 + Lingenfelter Performance
Engineering = 1,755 hp—and 91 mph.

“HOW MY BOAT CHANGED MY LIFE”

Forget the red "Vette. Leave the secretary at home.
Can your boat get you through a mid-life crisis?

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME -

Let your computer do the hard work. We test the
latest charting software.

20 DUMB FOUL-UPS EVEN YOU MAKE
Launch-time crib notes, BOATING-style.

IMPROVE YOUR BOAT THIS WEEKEND
Quick and easy tips to keep your boat good as new.

EXPERTS

RANDY STEELE: Ediiorial
How to handle the risk of boating alone.

STUART REININGER: Scarianship
Should you have a gun on board?

DAVID SEIDMAN: Following Seas
Three points you've just gotta make.
ALLEN D. BERRIEN: The Boat Doctor
When all smell breaks loose.
BRUCE PFUND: Siiop Talk
Boat painting within the lines.
KEN ENGLERT: Llecironics
Loran is dead, and other myths.

LENNY RUDOW: The Ultimate Angler
Three tips for people with hooks on their heads.
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